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Hllustrated Account of Chinese Characters
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There are many characters based on the shape of a
human body, e.g. X representing the frontal view of a
man on his feet, A the side view of a man on his feet,
F a man lying down, P a man on his knees, % a
woman, & an old man, and 5. a child. The character
A in ancient writing systems presents the side view
of a man on his feet. It is a general term, referring
to all mankind. Characters with Aas a component
are all related to the human race and their behaviour,
e.g. # (to follow), F (many), £ (to attack), 4k (to
rest), 1K (to lie prostrate), #% (to protect), and 4~ (to

interpose).

Human Body - 3




TETFHIARMREAE « FHEXTHITT > B
ML AT - MR AIZR T ARYBEE] - & (EEA R
ARAE B SORITR 2 s SR LRl — 18 - e =355
—R o DB REEARTME - TR ARNERZE

Nr5 [ H R IE IR - AR

—HIERE - FrA

T B L SR AR S — fﬁitﬂﬂﬁﬁ7nfﬁ - IR

HAUTTH » —FryEE—
W LT EXEANR » R %

& X

The original meaning of ;U was “the head
of a man”. In the early Bronze Inscriptions,
7L looks like the side view of a man on his
feet, with the head especially prominent. In
the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions and late Bronze
Inscriptions, the part signalling the head is
simply a horizontal stroke, on top of which
a dot is added to indicate the position of the
head in a human body. From “the head of a
man” have derived its extended meanings of
“the beginning” and “the first”. That is why
when an emperor changes his reign title, the
first year is called /5. And the first month
in a year is T H, the first day is 7T 2. The
beginning of an event is 7T%4. In addition, /T
could mean “original”, though the more usual

character for it now is J&.
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In ancient writing systems, the character }t looks
like two men standing together, one in front of the
other. Its primary meaning, therefore, is “to stand
side by side”, “to get close to”, from which have
derived its extended meanings “to compare” and “to
compete”. And it can also mean “to gang up with”,

e.g. Mt AIF (to associate with for nicked purpos-

es).
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In ancient writing systems, the character #&
looks like two men walking together, one
in front of the other. Its primary meaning is
“to follow”, from which have derived the
meanings “to heed” and “to obey”. It can also
mean “to be engaged in”, e.g. # % (to join
the army), # X (to go into politics) and # %
(to go in for).
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In ancient writing systems, the character 3t
looks like two men standing back to back,
hence its original meaning is “to be contrary
to”. When an army suffered a defeat, the sol-
diers all ran for their lives with their backs to-
ward each other, so the character it has come

to mean “to be defeated” as well. In addition,

Jt is also used as a locative, meaning “the
north”, opposite to & (the south).
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In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions and Bronze

L)

& X 7Sz

Inscriptions, the character 4 looks like two
men linked together. Its primary meaning is
“to combine”. But it may also be used as an
adverb, meaning “all”, “altogether” or “si-

multaneously”.
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In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, the character
J# looks like a picture in which many people
are tilling the soil in the scorching sun. In the
Bronze Inscriptions and Later Seal Character,
the sun part on top changes into an eye part,
as if the labourers were slaves working under
the close surveillance of a slave owner. So
the original meaning of & was “masses of

slaves”, but it has evolved to mean a crowd

of people, or simply, a large number (of peo-

ple or of things).
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R is a measure of length, equal to ten < or one
tenth of % in the Chinese System, and one third
of a metre in the Metric System. In ancient times,
these measures of length were based on the length
of parts of a human body. In the Bronze Inscriptions,
the character R looks like a man with a sign on the
shank, marking the length of K. In the Later Seal
Character, the character has the same structure except
some minor change in the shape. From its primary
meaning has also derived the use of R to refer to an

instrument for measuring length — R 5 (ruler).
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