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The Intrinsic Relationship between Language Research
and Teaching Materials Development

Abstract Language research encompasses three distinct tiers: basic research, applied research,
and development research. L2 teaching materials fall under the category of development research,
which not only needs to timely incorporate and validate the implications from basic and applied
research to ensure the quality and efficacy of materials development, but also serve as a catalyst that
provides research topics and motivation for further exploration, thereby enabling the research to serve
the society and the public. This paper systematically investigates the design and development of L2
Chinese teaching materials from target language research, comparative research on L1 and target
language, and L2 acquisition research. The findings show that although teaching materials development
is related to the basic and applied research on areas such as Chinese ontology, the comparative research
on Chinese and foreign languages, and L2 Chinese acquisition, it is not well integrated to achieve
efficient interaction and promote acquisition. Finally, informed by complex system theory, this paper
puts forward how international Chinese teaching materials should be developed.
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