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Address at the Meeting
Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of
Hong Kong's Return to the Motherland and
the Inaugural Ceremony of

the Sixth-Term Government of
the Hong Hong Special Administrative Region

I July, 2022

Xi Jinping

Fellow Compatriots,
Dear Friends,

Today we are gathered here to celebrate this grand occasion
marking the 25th anniversary of Hong Kong's return to the
motherland, and to hold the inaugural ceremony of the sixth-
term government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR).

First of all, I would like to extend sincere greetings to all
the people of Hong Kong. I also extend warm congratulations
to the newly inaugurated sixth-term HKSAR Chief Executive
Mr. John Lee, principal officials of the sixth-term HKSAR



government, and members of the Executive Council. And let
me express heartfelt appreciation to all our compatriots both at
home and abroad, and international friends for their support
for the cause of "one country, two systems" and for Hong
Kong's prosperity and stability.

In the over 5,000-year history of Chinese civilization, our
ancestors working hard on the land south of the Five Ridges is
an important chapter. In the history of modern China after the
Opium War in 1840, the humiliation of ceding Hong Kong is
a page of pain, and also included is the Chinese people's fight
for the survival of our country. The past century has witnessed
how the Communist Party of China has united and led the
Chinese people in its magnificent endeavors for a better future,
to which fellow Chinese in Hong Kong have made unique and
significant contributions. Throughout history, people in Hong
Kong have always maintained a close bond with the motherland
in weal and woe.

Hong Kong's return to the motherland marked the
beginning of a new era for the region. Over the past 25 years,
with the full support of the country and the joint efforts of
the HKSAR government and people from all walks of life in
Hong Kong, the success of "one country, two systems" has won
recognition throughout the world.

Since its return, Hong Kong, amid China's monumental

reform and opening-up efforts, has been breaking new ground,
functioning as an important bridge between the Chinese
mainland and the rest of the world. As a result, it has made
irreplaceable contributions to our country's economic miracle
marked by long-term, stable, and rapid growth. Proactively
integrating itself into the country's overall development and
carving out its role in national strategies, Hong Kong has
maintained its strengths in its high degree of openness and in
aligning with international rules. In doing so, the region has
been playing an important role in raising China's opening
up to a higher level with wider coverage and scope. With
continuously expanding areas and enabling mechanisms for
Hong Kong's cooperation and exchanges with the mainland,
people in Hong Kong now have better opportunities to start
their own businesses and make achievements.

Since its return, Hong Kong has overcome various
hardships and challenges and advanced steadily forward. Be it
the global financial crisis, the COVID-19 epidemic, or social
unrest, none of them have stopped Hong Kong from marching
forward. Over the past 25 years, Hong Kong's economy has
been thriving, its status as an international financial, shipping,
and trading center has been maintained, and its innovative
science and technology industries have been booming. Hong

Kong has remained one of the most liberal and open economies



in the world, it has also maintained a world-class business
environment, its previous laws including the practice of the
common law have been maintained and developed, various
social programs have made all-around progress, and overall
social stability has been ensured. As a cosmopolis, Hong Kong's
vitality has impressed the world.

Since its return, Hong Kong has ensured its people enjoy
their status as masters of the region. With the policy of the
people of Hong Kong administering Hong Kong and a high
degree of autonomy in practice, the region has truly entered
an era of democracy. Over the past 25 years, Hong Kong's
constitutional order based on the Constitution of the People's
Republic of China and the Basic Law of the HKSAR has
been maintained in a steady and sound manner. The central
government's overall jurisdiction over Hong Kong has been
well implemented, and a high degree of autonomy in the region
has been exercised as it should. The Hong Kong National
Security Law was adopted, which has established the legal
system to safeguard national security in the region. The electoral
system of Hong Kong has been modified and improved,
thereby materializing the principle that Hong Kong should be
administered by patriots. The democratic system of the special
administrative region (SAR) conforms to both the "one country,

two systems” principle and the region's constitutional status. It

is in the interest of Hong Kong residents” democratic rights and
the region's prosperity and stability, securing a bright future for

the region.

Fellow Compatriots,

Dear Friends,

"One country, two systems" is an unprecedented innovation.
Its fundamental purpose is to safeguard China's sovereignty,
security, and development interests and to maintain long-
term prosperity and stability in Hong Kong and Macao. All
that the central government has done are for the benefits of
Hong Kong and Macao, for the well-being of all residents of
the two regions, and for the future of the whole country. At
the meeting celebrating the 20th anniversary of Hong Kong's
return to the motherland in 2017, I stated that the central
government, in implementing the principle of "one country,
two systems," will maintain two key points: first, the central
government will remain resolute in implementing the principle,
and will not change or vacillate in this stand; and second, the
principle will be implemented as what it is originally intended
precisely. Today, 1 would like to stress again that "one country,
two systems” has been tested repeatedly in practice. It serves
the fundamental interests of not only Hong Kong and Macao,
but also the whole country and the nation. It has gained wide

support from the 1.4 billion-plus Chinese people including the
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