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A Compilation of Chinese Character Glyph Issues in Hong Kong

LAU, Chaak Ming CHAN, Fai Hang Henry

Abstract

Hong Kong lacks an official set of standardized Chinese character glyphs. Despite the
convergence of multiple handwritten variants to one agreed form for many characters over
the past years, individual variation still exists in many cases. There is a trend in recent years
in primary school Chinese education to use the standard glyphs found in List of Graphemes of
Commonly-used Chinese Characters as the correct form, and rejecting other character variants. This
is however problematic, due to this list not being timely revised, with many of its requirements
for strokes and components deviating from common usage, which negatively impacts the
teaching of Chinese literacy. This study aims to review the basic principles of judgment in the
practice of glyph selection, systematically extract various glyph issues based on existing lists and
tables and discuss directions for narrowing the gap between the designated standard glyphs and
common practices. The chapter categorizes the issues based on the relation between the standard
glyph and the variant(s) for each character, which fall into four major types: difference in

character selection, difference in structural/component composition, difference in stroke/writing,
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and component disambiguation, with a total of 180 identified issues. These issues were then
further sorted, based on character frequency, the number of affected characters, and distribution
in online datasets, into 66 items as investigation points for handwriting preference. This list will

provide a foundation for future construction of a new character glyph standard.

Keywords: List of Graphemes of Commonly-used Chinese Characters, standard glyphs, handwritten

form, character variants
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